The Salvation Army Youthlink and it’s Programs

Youthlink is a social service of The Salvation Army’s Greater West Division charged with the responsibility of developing and operating programs, to meet identified unmet needs, for young people at risk in Sydney’s greater West. Wherever possible Youthlink will seek to work in partnership with Corps and other Social Centres.

Youthlink currently operates eleven programs for young people at risk. Four in the Cabramatta/Fairfield/Liverpool area, two in Parramatta, three in Blacktown, one in Mt Druitt and one in St Marys. In response to an identified need, nine of these programs target young people in recovery from drug dependence and young people seeking to rise above other difficult life circumstances. The focus of these programs is the provision of support and vocational training.

The nine support & training programs include: 

· FYRST Fairfield, a case management support service for young people returning to the Fairfield/Liverpool area following completion of detox, rehabilitation or detention. Operated in collaboration with South Western Sydney Area Health Service

· FYRST Parramatta, a case management support service for young people returning to Western Sydney following completion of detox, rehabilitation or detention.

· FYRST Stop, aims to provide accessible, holistic and long term support for young people (16-25yrs) with cannabis concerns.
· VITEL, a 5 week pre vocational training program based upon outdoor adventure activities  
· CAFÉ HORIZONS - Cabramatta, a training café providing accredited vocational training in a supported enterprise environment. 

· CAFÉ HORIZONS – St Marys a training café providing accredited vocational training in a supported enterprise environment. 

· ESP, an individual case management program designed to improve the employment prospects of Juvenile Justice clients in the community, by providing at least six months of broad intensive support.

· YDAC – Liverpool, a case management and brokerage support service to meet the needs of Youth Drug & Alcohol Court participants across Greater Western Sydney
· YDAC – Blacktown, a case management and brokerage support service to meet the needs of Youth Drug & Alcohol Court participants across Greater Western Sydney

Both VITEL and Café Horizons are campuses of COFE (College of Further Education), which is The Salvation Army’s Registered Training Organisation (RTO) with the responsibility of coordinating and oversighting all accredited training in NSW, ACT and Queensland.  COFE has it’s own set of policies and procedures which must be adhered to by these two programs. Copies of these can be found in the VITEL office and at the Café. 

In addition Youthlink runs two Early Intervention programs, Reconnect and Take Five.

· RECONNECT, an early intervention program for young people at risk of leaving home and their families. In addition Youthlink is also a Partner in the Reconnect service operating in Liverpool/Fairfield with Anglicare (lead agency) and Mission Australia. 

· TAKE FIVE, an early intervention program to prevent early school leaving for young people who experience difficulties in mainstream education.

